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S anta Rosa- Tony Gonzalez, 80, passed away at his home on

Friday, November 19, 2021.

On December 28, 1940, he was born to Alfredo Gonzalez and Luz Saldana in Santa Rosa, Texas.

He grew up in Santa Rosa with eight siblings. Tony moved to Houston when he was a young adult
to find more lucrative work.

Tony went to work at Trees of Houston, working his way up to foreman and then supervisor

during his twelve years of employment. During this time, Tony met Joyce Garney. The couple
married and had three children, Anthony, Suzette, and Blace.

In 1972, Tony almost lost his life after being shot several times and becoming paralyzed. After that,
he moved back home to live with his parents in Santa Rosa. Suzette and Anthony followed.
Shortly after, he lost his legs as a result of being paralyzed.

Suzette became the primary person in his life and lovingly cared for him until his last breath.
Even though Tony was wheelchair-bound the rest of his life, he remained positive and never
stopped working. He could outwork most people who were completely healthy.

Tony continued working in the yard, maintaining a lovely garden and trimming trees. He kept his
yard perfectly manicured so that it was always ready for a barbecue with his family and friends.

Tony was always the cook. Brisket and ribs were sure to be on the menu, smoked perfectly with
Tony's barrel smoker.

Tony always made some homemade salsa or pico de gallo to go with the meal. Tony loved to fish

and was known to "double hook" his fishing pole to catch two fish at a time. When Tony wanted to
take it easy, he spent the day watching football. He loved his Dallas Cowboys, TCU Horned Frogs,

and Texas Aggies.
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Tony also enjoyed watching old westerns like John Wayne. Tony lived by example. He didn't let
his situation bring him down. Instead, he worked twice as hard and strongly encouraged everyone

around him to be involved in a project.

Tony's favorite line was, "I have an idea," a key phrase for, we have a new project. Even though

Tony was missing his legs, he was constantly trying to help others, whether that meant giving
them an opportunity or just helping them out of the kindness of his heart.

Tony was a Catholic, and he continually lit candles for loved ones and prayed for them. When his

grandson Eric was in the Army, Tony had a candle lit the entire 5 years that he served.

Tony is preceded in death by his parents, Alfredo and Luz Gonzalez, and his brother, Alfonso

Gonzalez. He is survived by his wife, Joyce Gonzalez, children and (spouses), Anthony Gonzalez
(Candy), Suzette Gonzalez (Brad), and Blace Olivares, (Victor), siblings, Lupe Sanchez, Alfredo
Gonzalez, Alberto Gonzalez, Roberto Gonzalez, Abel Gonzalez, Elena Ledesma, and Elvira

Merritt, grandchildren, Eric Costilla, Laura Lanier, April Costilla, Cecilia Castaneda, Janie
Castaneda, Alicia Gonzalez, Anthony Gonzalez Jr, Angela Jorden, Amanda Rincon, Abel Gonzalez,
twenty-nine great-grandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild, numerous nieces and

nephews. All of whom he loved very much.

Visitation will be Tuesday, November 23, 2021, 4-9 pm, with a rosary at 7 pm, at McCaleb Funeral

Home. A funeral service will be held on Wednesday, November 24th, 10 am, at McCaleb Funeral
Home, followed by burial at Sacred Park Cemetery in Mercedes.

Serving as pallbearers will be Brad Richards, Eric Costilla, Tommy Lanier, Marcelo Cavazos,

Anthony Gonzalez, and Anthony Gonzalez Jr.
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Anonymous sent a Floor Plant for Sympathy to the Gonzalez family.

November 22 at 4:07 PM

FF Friends & Family posted:

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Antonio "Tony" Gonzalez.

November 22 at 4:07 PM

AG Anthony Gonzalez Jr  posted:

I love you Grandpa....My kids love you too...From Jr. Of the Gonzalez Family

November 22 at 10:56 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Antonio by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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